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complicated by the fact that she loved him. It was all
very difficult, but throughout these trying weeks she
showed her political and diplomatic skill.

She pretended not to know that Francis had many
enemies, and towards him she remained unruffled and
gentle, though she was often firm. A month after she
became Queen she officially appointed Francis as her
co-regent. She gave him no rights with this title, but
she showed the courtiers that she alone would decide
his outward prestige. " In view of Our sex/' she had
written in the document making him her co-regent,
" We have decided that the assistance of a loyal person
might make Our heavy burden of responsibilities easier/'

From now on this "loyal person/' her husband,
always appeared with her on official occasions, and when,
as Mirepoix wrote, her " Ministers made the strongest
representations to her about her obvious determination
to have the Grand Duke with her at public banquets,
she silenced them by formally declaring that such was
her will.1'

Actually, Maria Theresa's ministers need not have
worried about Francis's influence, for, as Coxe points
out: " although the Duke of Lorraine had been appointed
co-regent, transacted the business of State with the
ministers of the conference, and gave audiences to
foreign ambassadors, yet he had little permanent influ-
ence in the direction of affairs, as well because the
spirit of the government was supposed to reside in the
conference as because the Queen was too imperious a
temper to permit of any participation of real authority.
He was, indeed, more distinguished for the comeliness
of his person and the suavity of his manners than for
strength of understanding or brilliancy of talents. He
was fully sensible of ids want of influence, and did not